
This Treasure Trail can only be done after collecting the code words from 5 other 
treasure trails in 5 different woods in Runcorn – Windmill Hill, Railway Plantation, The 
Gorse, Murdishaw and Haddocks. Only after you have completed them and collected 
the code words will you be able to do the Fountains Wood Trail but along the way you 
will discover lots about the woods and the wildlife that lives in them! So turn off the 
TV, Xbox, Wii, washing machine, vacuum cleaner and go outdoors into the woods.

FOUNTAINS WOOD
Getting there
Fountains is located to the east of Runcorn and 
within the Windmill Hill Housing estate. Parking 
is available at Pheonix Park on Castlefield 
Avenue East. SATNAV WA7 2NY. Bus routes: 1}, 
2{, 20, 20a, 62, N5, X1, 52 and walk across 
Phoenix Park.

The Trail Start
From the car park take the red footpath to the 
left of the Phoenix Park Centre, signposted 
towards Norton Priory, past the Skate Park. 
The wood is on the right of the path before the 
bridge over the Bridgewater Canal. 

FOUNTAINS WOOD is a small fragment of 
secondary mixed broadleaved woodland 
of sycamore with occasional oak and birch 
that once formed part of the Brookes Estate 
centred on Norton Priory. It is connected to 
the wider recreational footpath network by 
the Bridgewater Canal tow path. The under 
storey contains hawthorn, elder, holly, hazel 
and dog rose and the ground layer contains 
bramble, ground ivy with pockets of bluebell. 
It is relatively low lying and wet and a natural 
spring rises in the wood. A fountain did once 
actually stand in Fountains Wood hence its 
name 

Wood 6: Fountains wood / the golden leaf
Five trees within this wood will reveal two words which will provide the answer to the Treasure 
Trails. Each of these trees has one of the secret code words on its trunk and below each code word 
is a tree-related phrase. Each of the clues below will direct you to a letter within these phrases. 
Write the letters you are directed to in the numbered boxes below. 

You will need the five code words that you have collected over the last five woods so don’t forget to 
write them down here before you set off for the wood. Good luck!	

Windmill Hill    ____________________	Railway Plantation    ____________________  

The Gorse’s     ____________________	 Murdishaw Wood(s)   ___________________	

The Haddocks Wood   ____________________

About the Woodland Trust
Trees and forests are crucial to life on our 
planet. They stabilise the soil, generate oxygen, 
store carbon, play host to a spectacular variety 
of wildlife, and provide us with raw materials 
and shelter. They offer us respite, inspire our 
imagination, creativity and culture, and refresh 
our souls. A world without trees and forests 
would be barren, impoverished and intolerable.

The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading 
woodland conservation charity dedicated to 
enable the creation of more native woods and 
places rich in trees, to protect native woods, 
trees and their wildlife for the future and to 
inspire everyone to enjoy and value woods and 
trees.

We own more than 1,000 sites covering around 
20,000 hectares (50,000 acres) of woodland 
and countryside, including 71 sites in Cheshire 
and Merseyside, 46 of which are within urban 
and on the urban fringe.

Fountains wood 

Secret Codes’

Instructions

The letters should spell out two words. 

This Trail has been written & designed by Treasure Trails Ltd. www.treasuretrails.co.uk 

The solution grid

The Woodland Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL.
The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales (No. 294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885).
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

From wood 1’s trunk you need the thirteenth letter from the bottom. Write this letter in box 6.

Find the fifth word from wood 2’s trunk. Which of the letters in this word also appears twice in the 
first word of wood 4? Write the letter in box 2. 

The fourth word on wood 2 contains three points of the compass. Write down the one that is 
missing in box 10. 

Find the third letter from the fourth word on wood 4’s trunk. If A=1, B=2, C=3 etc, work out which 
number that letter is in the alphabet. Count down that many letters on the same trunk to find the 
letter you need for box 4.

Find a colour on one of the trunks and write the middle letter from this word in box 8.

On the trunk from wood 1, find the word that appears twice and write the third letter from this 
word in box 7.

On wood 5’s trunk the same letter appears three times two letters above a letter T. Write it in box 9. 

Find wood 5’s trunk and, reading down the trunk, find the nineteenth letter from the top. What is 
the next letter in the alphabet after this letter? Write it in box 1..

Find the trunk that has a letter ‘V’ on it. How many letters from the top is it? On wood 3’s trunk, 
count down that many letters and write the letter you find in box 3.

There are only three letters that appear in all five phrases. Work out which ones they are then write 
in box 5 the only one of these three that doesn’t appear in any of the code words. 

Want more

If you would like to get involved then please look at the More Woods pages on 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk and get involved or contact the More Woods team at The Woodland 
Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincs, NG31 6LL   
08452 935680

If you have enjoyed completing the Hunt for the Golden Leaf 
then why not have an adventure every single wood in our 
Nature Detectives kids club www.naturedetectives.org.uk.


